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Copyright Essentials for Teaching
In this guide we will introduce you to the basics of copyright including using other people’s work, getting permission, and how you can safely use literary works, images, and video in your teaching whilst adhering to copyright law.
Getting started with copyright essentials for teaching
An introduction to copyright
Copyright is an important consideration when developing your teaching materials, especially if you are delivering your materials online. In fact, teaching and learning activities would be pretty much impossible without the use of copyright-protected material such as books, journal articles, images, films, music, etc.
The Library’s Specialist Library Support has developed this guide to help you understand some of the issues involved and provide appropriate guidance. This guide will outline how such works can be used lawfully without requiring the permission of the copyright owner – that is, via licences and copyright exceptions in law.
We will also demonstrate how to find free-to-use material online, explaining how to find and use Creative Commons–licensed works, supplying you with links to useful resources and pointing you to further support.
Copyright is a complex area, so this course may not provide the exact answer you require, but they should act as a first point of call in order to understand some of the issues that you may face when creating content and using the work of others. If you need further support then please contact us at uml.copyright@manchester.ac.uk.
This guide is organised into the following sections: 
·  An introduction to copyright for teaching 
· Using literary works 
· Using films and broadcasts (including YouTube) 
· Using images
· Finding free-to-use images online
You can skip to the sections on these areas by using the navigation pane on the left. 
What is copyright?
Copyright is a type of intellectual property right which gives protection to the owner of the rights to an original work. There are a number of restricted acts that only the copyright owner of the work may exercise, these include:
· Reproduction (copying) of a work.
· Issuing copies of a work to the public.
· Renting or lending a work to the public.
· Performing, showing or playing a work in public.
· Communicating a work to the public.
· Making an adaptation of a work (e.g. a translation).
This means that individuals who want to reproduce the work of others may need to seek permission in order to do so. Copyright automatically exists when original expressions of ideas are recorded (there is no requirement to apply for or register it).
UK copyright law is primarily concerned with the above ‘economic rights’, however there are also ‘moral rights’ attached to such ownership, including the right to be identified as the author of the work (the right of attribution) and the right not to have your work subjected to ‘derogatory treatment’ (the right of integrity).
What does copyright protect?
Copyright generally covers the following types of work:
· original literary works such as novels or poems, tables or lists and computer programmes,
· original dramatic works such as dance or mime,
· original musical works,    
· artistic works such as paintings, drawings, photographs and sculptures,
· sound recordings,
· films,
· broadcasts,
· typographical arrangements (i.e. the layout or actual appearance) of published editions.
Who owns copyright?
he creator(s) or author(s) of a work are usually the first owner(s) of the copyright in that work. However, like any form of property, copyright can be bought, sold, inherited, or leased.
In the case of a book, the author will usually be the owner of copyright, though they may grant an exclusive licence to a publisher in order to publish the book. Alternatively, the author may sell or assign/transfer their copyright to the publisher. This means that some or all of the economic rights may subsequently belong to someone other than the first owner (or author).
Joint authorship
If there is more than one author then a work is one of joint authorship. In UK law, a work of joint authorship is a work “produced by the collaboration of two or more authors in which the contribution of each author is not distinct from that of the other author or authors”. Where the work is one of joint authorship, the consent of all copyright holders is required to avoid liability for infringement. 
Works produced in the course of employment
UK copyright law also states that when a work is produced by an employee in the course of their employment, the first owner of copyright is the employer, unless there is an agreement to the contrary. So, for example, the University generally owns the copyright in the teaching materials developed by staff, however it tends not to assert its rights in scholarly materials such as journal articles, books, and conference proceedings created by staff. For more information please see the University’s Intellectual Property Policy or contact us for guidance. 
Student work
When it comes to student work, the student is the first owner of any copyright protected works they develop as part of their studies. However, they also provide the University with a licence to use their work for educational, promotional, and administrative purposes. Again, see the University’s Intellectual Property Policy for more detail.
How long does copyright last?
Copyright generally exists for a period of 70 years following the death of the work’s author. If the work has several authors, the period of protection will last for 70 years following the death of the last surviving author.
Below are some other exceptions and clarifications to the 70 year rule:
· Photographs taken before 1 August 1989 are subject to varying factors and exceptions; contact the Copyright Guidance Service for advice.
· Dramatic and musical works with no named author: 70 years from date of publication.
· Dramatic and musical works with no named author: 70 years from date of publication.
· Published sound recordings: 70 years from date the recording was made.
· Unpublished sound recordings: 50 years from date the recording was made.
· Films: 70 years from the death of the last surviving author (director, producer, author of screenplay or composer of soundtrack).
· Broadcasts: 50 years from date of broadcast.
· Typographical layout: 25 years from publication.
· Crown copyright: 125 years from publication, subject to a waiver.
How can I use other people’s work in my teaching without permission?
There are two key ways you can use the works of others in your teaching, without the permission of the copyright owner: 
1. Using collective licences
The University holds several collective or blanket licences, which allow us to use copyrighted material in teaching. These include the CLA (Copyright Licensing Agency) Licence which covers published literary works such as books and journals, the NLA (Newspaper Licensing Agency) Licence which covers Newspapers, and the ERA (Educational Recording Agency) Licence which covers recordings of TV and Radio broadcasts. You can find out more about these licences by looking at our other relevant blog posts on copyright and teaching or by visiting our copyright guidance web pages. 
2. Using copyright exceptions
There are a number of statutory copyright exceptions in law that staff can utilise when developing their teaching materials. Exceptions are defences and not rights. However, it’s important that they are used, especially in education, in order to set precedent, otherwise such exceptions may become weakened.
The two key copyright exceptions to remember when it comes to teaching are:
1. Illustration for instruction
2. Quotation, Criticism, and Review
There are also other relevant exceptions you can utilise depending on the type of material you wish to use. These will be covered in our associated blog posts. Often exceptions contain what is known as a ‘fair dealing’ requirement.
Fair dealing is different to the ‘fair use’ doctrine used in the USA, and is not defined in law. However, guided by relevant case law, a use would be considered as fair, if you:
· provide attribution for the work and its creator
· only use as much as is necessary for your teaching
· make sure your use doesn’t undermine the copyright owner’s ability to exploit the work commercially, potentially resulting in a loss of income.
Wherever possible you should limit access to any copyrighted material you use, especially when it comes to online teaching, for example, by only making the work available via a platform requiring a login, such as a virtual learning environment. If you take the steps outlined above, then you should feel confident that your chosen exception covers your particular use.
Getting permission
Sometimes, where you are unable to rely on a collective licence and relevant exceptions, you will need to obtain permission from the copyright owner to use their work. Getting permission can be relatively easy, but it can also be time consuming, depending on the responsiveness of the copyright owner, and there may also be a charge involved. Please contact us for further assistance, or download our permissions template, which you can fill out and send to copyright owners to request permission. 
What are the potential risks of infringement?
Using copyrighted content in your teaching without permission is usually low risk, especially when using works under the collective licences and statutory exceptions mentioned above. Normally the biggest risks of copyright infringement is that the copyright owner will request the ‘take-down’ of content, causing disruption to your teaching, and leading to associated reputational damage. Financial penalties are possible and do happen, but they are still quite rare.
Using literary works
An introduction to using literary works
Literary works such as books, journal articles, poems, as well as other written works (including computer programs, software, and databases) are protected by copyright. Such works are commonly used in teaching and learning activities. For example, you may want to share a book chapter with your students, or quote an extract in your teaching materials. This section will present some of the ways you can use literary works in your teaching materials, without needing to obtain permission from the copyright owner.
Using literary works under the University's Collective Licences
The University holds a number of collective (or blanket) copyright licences which allow staff and students to copy and share certain copyrighted literary works. Our CLA (Copyright Licensing Agency) Licence allows staff to copy and share up to 10% of, or one chapter/article (whichever is greater) from, a published book or journal. Please contact us for more information.
The Library also provides a Reading Lists Online (digitisation) service under the terms of the licence, which allows teaching staff to share extracts from published print books and journals online. However, not all works are covered by the CLA licence. To check whether a source you want to use is covered or not use the CLA’s check permissions search tool. If the licence does not cover the book or journal you wish to copy from, you could still potentially use a copyright exception (see the lesson 'Using a literary quotation or extract in your teaching' for more information).
For more information on the CLA Licence, have a look at their User Guide. The University also holds an NLA (Newspaper Licensing Agency) Licence, which allows you to copy extracts/articles from newspapers and make these available to staff and students through teaching materials.
What if a work is not covered by a collective licence?
If the CLA licence does not cover the book or article you wish to make copies of, then you can generally fall back on the exception outlined in section 36 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act. Section 36 allows multiple copying of extracts from published editions for teaching purposes without permission from the copyright owner. This exception can only be used where material is excluded from the CLA licence. The exception permits up to 5% of a work to be copied across the institution in any one year. The condition here is that only one extract from a publication is used on any one course. It is therefore more restrictive than the CLA Licence, which allows institutions to copy more than one extract from a publication and use those copies extensively across the institution. Please contact us for more information.
Linking to e-journal articles or eBooks
You can share electronic content such as an eBook or an e-journal article. This might be on a reading list or with a group of students via a platform requiring a login, such as a virtual learning environment. To do this, you must always link to the original digital resource, making sure you do not bypass any password authentication measures. 
Do not download the resource as a PDF and then re-upload it to Blackboard as this is generally not permitted under many e-resource licences.
Using a literary quotation or extract in your teaching
The most relevant exceptions relating to using extracts or quotations of literary works in teaching are:
Quotation, Criticism, and Review
The Quotation, Criticism, and Review exception applies to the use of copyright material in your teaching, if, for example, you wish to critique or review a protected work, or you just want to use a short quote/extract from something like a book or a journal article. This exception applies to all types of work, so ‘Quotation’ should be interpreted broadly and would therefore also cover the use of images, for example. You can only rely on each of these exceptions if:
· The purpose is really for quotation, criticism, or review.
· The material used is available to the public.
· The use of the material is fair (see fair dealing information below).
· The use is accompanied by a sufficient acknowledgement.
· Your use of the quotation must extend no further than is required to achieve your purpose.
Illustration for instruction
Illustration for instruction is the most important exception for the educational community, as it permits the use of any type of work for the purpose of teaching, including literary works.
The exception states that copyright in a work is not infringed by an individual teacher or a student as long as they are copying the work to give or receive instruction (or when preparing to give or receive instruction). The law also makes clear that the processes of setting examination questions, communicating questions to students, and answering questions are included under the definition of ‘giving or receiving instruction’. The material copied must also be used to illustrate a point about the subject being taught.
Fair Dealing
The exceptions above contain what is known as a ‘fair dealing’ requirement. Fair dealing is different to the ‘Fair use’ doctrine used in the USA, and is not defined in law. However, in order for the use of copyrighted material to be considered fair, you must always:
· provide attribution for the work and its creator,
· only use as much of it as is necessary for your teaching,
· make sure your use doesn’t undermine the copyright owner’s ability to exploit the work commercially, potentially resulting in a loss of any income.
Wherever possible you should limit access to the copyrighted material you use, especially when it comes to online teaching, for example, by only making the work available via a platform requiring login. If you take the steps outlined above, then you should feel confident that the exception covers your particular use.
If the use of the work is not covered by an exception or licence, then permission should be obtained in order not to infringe copyright.
Can I perform a literary work as part of my teaching?
Under UK copyright law you are allowed to recite 'reasonable' quotes from books and journals in public without infringing copyright. You may also record the reading or recitation and share it online, as long as the quoted material is only a small part of the overall recording. Please contact us for more information on this.
Using openly licenced materials in teaching
There is an increasing number of journal articles (literary works under copyright law) available under open licences or Open Access. These are, of course, ideal for use in teaching materials if relevant, as are Open Educational Resources (OERs) in general. You can use such works without having to pay or ask for permission from the creator/author.
You may come across articles which have been released under Creative Commons licences such as CC-BY, which have minimal restrictions and allow sharing in an educational context. You can find more information about the different types of Creative Commons license on their website, or contact us for advice. You can also find out more in the Finding Free Stuff section of our webpages.
Using films or broadcasts
An introduction to using films and broadcasts
Audio-visual works such as films and broadcasts are protected by copyright law. Such works are also commonly used in teaching and learning activities. For example, you may wish to show a film or clip from a television or radio programme to your students, or to embed a YouTube video into your lecture slides.
This section is therefore designed to guide you through some of the issues you may face when using such material in your teaching, especially when that content is delivered online, and without the permission of the copyright owner.
Using films or broadcasts under our ERA licence and other authorised content
The University of Manchester has an ERA (Educational Recording Agency) collective copyright licence which enables educational establishments to legally make recordings or copies of TV and radio programmes for educational use. This means that staff and students can record or make copies of programmes for educational use without seeking individual permissions.
Staff/students can also access recordings from UK film and radio broadcasts using a service called Box of Broadcasts (BoB) . You can sign-in to BoB using your University username and password. You can create clips using BoB and then include such clips in relevant teaching materials.
Unfortunately, BoB isn’t generally available to students located overseas as the ERA Licence is only valid in the UK (although at the time of writing ERA are working to make some of their content available overseas). Have a look at their FAQs for further information.
The University has subscriptions to various streaming resources, such as Kanopy, Academic Video Online, BFI Player, and Digitalia Film Library which allow staff (and students) to stream films online. You can sign in to these resources with your University username and password, or alternatively we recommend using the Library’s Access streamed video request form to find the most appropriate source.
What if the broadcast I want to use isn’t covered by the ERA Licence?
If a particular broadcast is not covered by the ERA Licence, there is an exception in law (s.35 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (CDPA)(opens in a new tab)) that allows educational institutions to record and play a broadcast, without infringing copyright, providing: 
· The educational purposes are non-commercial.
· The recording is accompanied by a sufficient acknowledgement of authorship (unless this would be impossible for reasons of practicality or otherwise).
This exception also allows institutions to play the recording over secure networks to students receiving instruction online, e.g. the virtual learning environment. 
Showing a film to a class
There is a specific copyright exception in law (s.34 of the CDPA) which permits teaching staff to perform, play or show films to students in the course of the activities of the educational establishment. This means that such works can be used without needing permission from the copyright owner as long as they are shown to an audience of students (for example, in a lecture theatre or seminar room). 
What about showing a film online (to a virtual class)?
Technically this would not be covered by the s.34 exception mentioned above. However, showing a film to a virtual class should be covered by s.32 of the CDPA. 
This is a key exception for educational activities, which states that fair dealing with a work for the sole purpose of (illustration for) instruction does not infringe copyright in a work, provided that the dealing is:
· For a non-commercial purpose (this applies to the activity, not whether the University would be considered a commercial institution or not);
· by a person giving or receiving instruction (or preparing for giving or receiving instruction); and
· accompanied by a sufficient acknowledgement (unless this would be impossible for reasons of impracticality or otherwise).
Fair dealing also applies when utilising this exception. There is no legal definition of what is fair or unfair, but a number of factors have been identified in UK case law, such as the amount taken and whether the use in question would affect the copyright owner’s ability to commercially exploit their work. 
Using clips from films and broadcasts
You can also use clips from a film or broadcast under either the s.32 ‘Illustration for instruction’ exception, as discussed above, or the s.30 ‘Quotation, criticism, and review’ exception (which covers all types of copyright works, including film). This provides that copyright in a work is not infringed by the use of a quotation from the work (whether for criticism or review or otherwise) provided that: 
1. The purpose is really for quotation, criticism, or review 
2. The material used is available to the public 
3. The use of the material is fair (see fair dealing information above) 
4. The use is accompanied by a sufficient acknowledgement
5. Your use of the quotation must extend no further than is required to achieve your purpose
Again, where content is available via a service that we subscribe to (e.g. BoB, Kanopy, etc) that should be the preferred method of delivery.
For more advice on using copyright exceptions, please contact us at: uml@copyright.manchester.ac.uk
What practical steps should I take when I want to make films available to students?
When showing or making films available to your students, in order to increase the chances of your use being considered fair/appropriate, ensure that: 
· The film (or clip) is only being shown for educational/teaching purposes.
· Only students/staff on the module/course you teach have access to the films on a secure password protected network, such as Blackboard.
· The films are appropriately attributed/referenced.
· The films are available for a limited amount of time, for example no more than a week, you can always make them available again at a later date.
· The content should not be downloadable or recordable.
You should advise students:
· Access to the films is purely for educational purposes. 
· Students should not copy or share the films anywhere else, as this may constitute copyright infringement.
· The potential consequences of copyright infringement.
We would also advise that you monitor usage where possible. In all cases, where content is available via a service to which the University subscribes (such as BoB, Kanopy, etc.) that should be the preferred method of delivery. 
Can I use my own DVD in my teaching?
Ideally, a copy of the film should be owned by the University (for example, from the Library’s DVD collection). However it should be acceptable for staff to use their own lawful copy of the film. 
Linking to unauthorised content
Do not link to any unauthorised content you find online. Whilst linking to content can feel like you are merely signposting to a resource, if that resource has been made available without the authorisation of the copyright owner, then even linking to it is an infringement, as it counts as a communication to the public. 
Using YouTube and other platforms
YouTube is a valuable and popular source of videos. YouTube’s terms of service allow you to embed videos in your online teaching materials, as long as you use YouTube player. Platforms like Vimeo have similar terms of use.
However, you should always use it with care. Many videos are uploaded without the copyright owner’s permission, and therefore put you at risk of infringement of copyright, if you then share that content. Best practice is to generally only use videos from official channels such as the BBC or Channel 4, or where you know for certain the uploader is the copyright owner.
The streaming of official ‘TED talks’ in an educational setting should be fine, as this would be covered not only by their own terms of use, but also again by the s.32 ‘Illustration for instruction’ exception.
What if my students are accessing content from overseas?
The ERA licence generally only covers students accessing the BoB service within the UK, although it has been working to allow access to content for students located overseas.
It should be OK to live stream audio or visual content to students overseas under the ‘Illustration for Instruction’ exception (S.32 of the CDPA) if the country of access has similar fair dealing (or fair use) provisions to us here in the UK. So broadly in the EU for example, this would be the case. However, some countries have strict censorship laws, so students in these locations may need to be excluded from receiving the content. Please contact us if you have any concerns about this, so we can look at the potential risks involved.
If you are using YouTube in your teaching, then you need to be aware that this service is banned in places such as China. YouTube’s terms of service state that videos can only be shared using its own embedded player, therefore technically you would not be able to download the video into a different format/file and then place on Blackboard, without obtaining the permission of the copyright owner.
Using images
An introduction to using images
Images or artistic works such as paintings or photographs are subject to copyright, and are commonly used in teaching and learning activities. For example, you may often wish to include a digital image or photograph in your teaching materials, or a figure or diagram from a book in your lecture slides.
This section will present some of the ways you can use images in your teaching, particularly online, without needing to obtain permission from the copyright owner.
Using images or figures from books and journals in your teaching
Images contained in print sources that are covered by the University’s CLA Licence (which allows staff to copy and share extracts from a published book or journal), may be copied and included in teaching materials, course packs, or otherwise distributed to students, for example, via a platform that requires a login. Such images are sometimes referred to as ‘disembedded images’.
The CLA does not require universities to report the copying of individual disembedded images where this use is covered by the Licence terms.
You can check whether a book or article is covered under the CLA Licence using the CLA’s Check Permissions Tool on their website.
Using images found online
You can find a wealth of images online, however you will not be permitted to use many of these without the prior permission of the rights holder, which may come at a cost. You may be able to use such images in your teaching under a copyright exception (see the following lessons) but exceptions are a means of defence rather than a right in copyright law, so you may still receive a complaint from the relevant rightsholder.
If you do source images online, try to use Creative Commons licensed images, or images that are in the public domain where the copyright has expired.
When using third-party images, it is essential that you acknowledge the original source. You can find further information about finding free images and attributing them effectively in the lessons that follow.
Using images under a copyright exception
Images can potentially be used in teaching under the following statutory exceptions in copyright law: 
Quotation, criticism, and review
This exception applies to all types of work, rather than just images. The concept of ‘quotation’ should be interpreted broadly and would cover the use of an image. You can only rely on this exception if: 
· The purpose is really for quotation, criticism, or review
· The material used is available to the public
· The use of the material is fair (see fair dealing information below)
· The use is accompanied by a sufficient acknowledgement
· Your use of the quotation must extend no further than is required to achieve your purpose
Illustration for instruction
Illustration for instruction is the most important exception for the educational community, as it permits the use of any type of work for the purpose of teaching, including images.
The exception states that copyright in a work is not infringed by an individual teacher or a student as long as they are copying the work to give or receive instruction (or when preparing to give or receive instruction). The copied material must also be used to illustrate a point about the subject being taught. This exception only applies when:
· The purpose of the use is non-commercial
· There should be sufficient acknowledgement of authorship of the work
· The use of the material is fair (see below)
Fair Dealing
Both these exceptions contain what is known as a ‘fair dealing’ requirement. Fair dealing is not defined in law, however, in order for the use of copyrighted material to be considered fair, you must always: 
· provide attribution for the work and its creator
· only use as much of it as is necessary for your teaching
· make sure your use doesn’t undermine the copyright owner’s ability to exploit the work commercially, potentially resulting in a loss of income
Wherever possible you should limit access to the copyrighted material you use, especially when it comes to online teaching — for example, by only making the work available via Blackboard. If you take the steps outlined above, then you should feel confident that your chosen exception covers your particular use.
If the use of an image is not covered by an exception or licence, then permission should be obtained in order not to infringe copyright.
Adapting an image
Although artistic works are not covered by the adaptation right (one of the restricted rights of a copyright owner), they are covered by the reproduction right, and since in order to adapt an image you generally need to copy it first, in practical terms, any adaptation of an image would technically be an infringement of copyright.
However, if you adapt something to the point that the original is barely recognisable, and that material is only available on a secure VLE such as Blackboard, then clearly this activity is very low risk. Please contact us for more information.
Finding copyright free images
An introduction to finding free to use images online
Whether you are an educator searching for images to use in your teaching materials or a researcher looking for something to add to a conference presentation, this section will show you how to find and use images without infringing copyright law. We will explore:
· Why is it important to consider copyright?
· Creative commons licenses
· How do I find copyright free images?
· How to attribute your images
· Special Collections Digital Resources
Why is it important to consider copyright?

In the modern world, we can access thousands of images online in the amount of time it takes to click the search button on Google. However, many of the images we encounter online are still protected by copyright. Just because something is available to view on the internet, it doesn’t mean that it is free to copy or share with others.
How do I find openly licensed images?
Creative Commons licences
A Creative Commons license is an alternative form of license which allows authors and creators to retain the copyright in their works, whilst granting others the opportunity to copy, share, and make other select uses of the material. 
Copyright owners can choose to attach one of a number of different Creative Commons licences to their work, making it explicit that the work can be re-used in the ways specified by the license.
Not only does Creative Commons help people to re-use material it also helps people to publish their work online, in a way that clearly indicates how that work can and can’t be used. You can find out more about using and understanding Creative Commons licenses on their website.
There are a number of different ways to find openly licensed images easily on the internet, which are outlined below. 
Tip: it is important to remember that, when you use an image in your work, you must make sure you attribute it correctly. 
1. Filter your search results
Many of the most commonly used search engines have in-built tools which allow you to filter your search results to include only free-to-use images.
For example, Google has a usage rights filter. To take advantage of the feature simply perform a search, then click ‘Tools’ > ‘Usage rights’ > ‘Labelled for reuse’. This will limit your search to only include images you can re-use.
2. Use specialist search engines
There are a number of different search engines which have been developed with the intention of facilitating access to free-to-use material. Wikimedia Commons is part of the same foundation as Wikipedia and it’s image repository can be searched by usage rights. Similarly, the Creative Commons website allows you to search for re-usable images across a number of different sites. 
3. Use a stock photo or photo sharing website
Websites such as Unsplash, Pixabay, or Pexels allow you to search through millions of high-quality images. Some are stock images which incur a fee but most are free to use. 
How to attribute your images
Attributing the images you use will depend on the context in which you are using them. If you are using images in an essay or piece of research you will need to follow the conventions of the referencing style being used. You can find further guidance on the Library referencing guide.
If you are using image(s) in an informal blog post then it is not necessary to use a particular format. Instead, simply make sure that your attribution includes the following details:
1. The author (or website if there is none specified).
2. The licence (or terms giving you permission).
3. A link to the source (e.g. the image or an information page for the image).
4. It is good practice to include the title of the image, if one exists.
Some sites like CC Search will also provide you with guidance or the attribution text for you to copy and use. 
Creative Commons licences
A Creative Commons license is an alternative form of license which allows authors and creators to retain the copyright in their works, whilst granting others the opportunity to copy, share, and make other select uses of the material. 
Copyright owners can choose to attach one of a number of different Creative Commons licences to their work, making it explicit that the work can be re-used in the ways specified by the license.
Not only does Creative Commons help people to re-use material it also helps people to publish their work online, in a way that clearly indicates how that work can and can’t be used. You can find out more about using and understanding Creative Commons licenses on their website.
Special Collections digital resources
The Special Collections at The University of Manchester Library hold outstanding collections of rare books, manuscripts, archives, and photographs, many of which can now be viewed online and downloaded, for free, under Creative Commons licences.
This material can be accessed online using two platforms: LUNA and Manchester Digital Collections. Unlike many other platforms, these images all have detailed metadata provided about the specific item, such as title, date, and provenance, alongside details of permissions.
LUNA
LUNA is our legacy image viewer, hosting all of our digitised images. Images are arranged in Collections and include a variety of search options. There are options to embed, share, and download these images. 
Manchester Digital Collections
The Manchester Digital Collections image viewer allows enhanced viewing and manipulation of ultra high quality images, with a parallel display of text, audio, and video content. Images are arranged in Collections, and include material from Manchester Museum and The Whitworth Art Gallery. 
Full list of resources
Visit the Library Copyright subject guide for a full list of resources, through which you can source free-to-use images. 
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