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Writing Critically

Podcast Transcript

Writing critically is a skill that you will be expected to demonstrate throughout your studies. It requires analysis and discussion of a topic rather than merely description.

Critical writing gives you the opportunity to introduce your audience to your arguments and ideas. It allows you to demonstrate your thought process and reveal what you are thinking about the evidence. You will guide the reader through your analysis and evidence as well as contributing new ideas to the debate surrounding your topic.

Your writing will need to have a clear and coherent structure in order to achieve this aim successfully. It is important that your essay has a clear beginning (or introduction), middle (often referred to as the Main Body) and Ending (your conclusion). Each of these sections should perform specific functions in order to allow your essay to demonstrate your full understanding of a topic.

Your introduction should provide your reader with a clear indication as to the position you intend to take within your essay, and an overview of how you plan to address the question which has been set.

The Main body is where you will introduce and analyse the evidence you have found during your research. Your analysis should demonstrate your understanding of the topic, and support and strengthen the overall position you are taking in response to the question you have been set.

Your conclusion should provide a thoughtful overview of what has been covered and some reflections on the implications of what you have discussed.
Maintaining a clear understanding of what each section contributes to the overall point you are making and demonstrating how each piece of evidence you use links to that argument, will help to ensure that your writing is critical, and not merely descriptive.
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