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Writing a Blog post for your assessment  

Podcast Transcript

1 Aram (0:00): Today we'll be having a little look at blog posts and what to do when you've been tasked to write one as an assessment. They've become quite popular particularly in subjects that value reflection, engagement and public facing communication. But what makes a good academic blog post?  
2 Jen (0:16): Well firstly it's important to understand what the tone should be.  For example, blogs are more conversational than essays, but they still require critical thinking and evidence. You are writing for a diverse audience so aim for clarity, relevance and accessibility. Try to avoid jargon unless you explain it and use short paragraphs and subheadings to structure it.  
1 Aram (0:36): Speaking of structure, it's important to start with a hook, something that will draw the reader in like an anecdote or a striking fact. Using visuals can really enhance the piece as well so use some eye-catching images or charts to engage the reader and provide clarity on complicated topics. Don't forget to add alt text on images for accessibility.  
2 Jen (0:55): In general, the mark scheme should give you a good idea of what your lecturers are looking for in terms of structure and the language to be used in your assessment. You should also pay attention to flow. Each paragraph should naturally lead to the next making your post feel cohesive rather than like a collection of disconnected thoughts. Good transitions show maturity in writing.  
1 Aram (1:15): One of the best things about a blog post is the fact that you get to write in your own voice. Make sure to reflect, critique and connect the ideas presented to real world contexts. This is especially powerful in subjects like geography, sociology or health where lived experience and policy relevance matter.  
2 Jen (1:31): End with a strong conclusion that reflects on the topic's significance or invites further thought. It should summarise the main argument and then include a takeaway message or a call to action. This could be a question for the reader to ponder on or a prediction about the future of technology you've discussed. This rounds off the piece perfectly and shows engagement. Before you submit it, read your post aloud. Does it flow? Is it engaging? Are your ideas clear? Peer feedback can also help. Ask a friend to read it and share what stands out.  
1 Aram (2:02): If you can explain your complex project to a flatmate over a cup of tea, you can write a great blog post. Always make sure to follow the advice of your assessors and to fine comb the marking criteria to get your blog post to be perfect. Blog posts are a chance to communicate your thinking in a fresh impactful way. So best of luck and happy writing! 
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