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New assessment types

Podcast Transcript

1 Aram (0:02): Hi everyone, today we'll be having a look at new assessment types and how to approach them with a positive mindset to set you up for success.  
2 Jen (0:08): Trying a new assessment format can feel intimidating especially if you're used to typical essays or reports for your modules but these formats offer fresh ways to showcase your understanding and creativity in new ways.  
1 Aram (0:20): Let's start with posters, think of them as visual summaries. Your overarching goal is to communicate key ideas quickly and clearly. Use concise text, bullet points and visuals like graphs or images to present your ideas in an engaging format.  
2 Jen (0:36): Choose a clean layout with clear headings and avoid gutter. If you're presenting the poster, prepare a short verbal overview and anticipate questions the audience might ask. What's your main argument? Why does it matter? And what evidence supports it? This will all help you feel more confident in your delivery.  
1 Aram (0:55): Presentations require a different kind of preparation. Here the structure is key. Begin with a strong introduction, outline your main points and end with a confident conclusion. Use slides to support your spoken content but keep in mind that it shouldn't replace what you were saying. Keep your slides simple, one idea per slide, minimal text and relevant visuals to aid your speaking.  
2 Jen (1:18): Practise aloud, ideally with a timer and a friend. This helps you refine your pacing and delivery for the real thing. If you're unsure how to start, ask your tutor for examples or marking criteria or even look at past students work if possible.  
1 Aram (1:35): And remember it's so normal to feel nervous. New formats challenge us to grow. Break the task into stages, planning, drafting, practising and refining. Consider using checklists or to-do lists to stay on track. Finally, reflect on what the format is asking of you. Posters and presentations often assess clarity and communication. They're not just about content; they're about how you present. With preparation and practise, new formats become manageable and even enjoyable once you get used to them. Good luck! 
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