[image: A purple and yellow logo

Description automatically generated]		My Learning Essentials 


Introduction to essay writing

Podcast Transcript

In this podcast we will introduce you to essay writing and its most common elements.
Whilst other forms of assessment are becoming increasingly common in higher education, it is safe to assume that, at some point during the course of your degree, you will likely be asked to write an academic essay. 
Often, your lecturer will present you with a question or statement concerning a particular topic or debated issue within your area of study. You will then be required to set out your own response to the question, providing a reasoned argument which is supported by relevant evidence. 
Academic essays give you an opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge and you should aim to draw on a wide range of sources in your work. However, you should be selective with the information you choose to include in your essay, making sure that every paragraph plays a role in your argument and is directly related to the question.
Your essay will need to have a clear and coherent structure in order to achieve this aim successfully and demonstrate the necessary understanding of the topic. With this in mind, it is important that your essay has a clear beginning (an introduction), middle (often referred to as the Main Body of the essay) and ending (referred to as the conclusion).
Your introduction should provide your reader with a clear indication as to the position you intend to take within your essay, and an overview of how you plan to address the question which has been set.
The Main body is where you will introduce and critically analyse the evidence you have found during your research. Your analysis of this evidence should demonstrate your own take on the evidence, linking it to the question and strengthening your the overall argument as you go. By selecting evidence from high quality sources and building each point on top of the next in a clear and logical manner will gradually help you to convince your reader of the merits of your position on the topic. In a similar way to how a barrister might introduce pieces of evidence within a courtroom.
Finally, your conclusion should provide a thoughtful overview of what has been covered and some reflections on the implications of what you have discussed.
Thank you for listening and good luck with your work!
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