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Introduction to Referencing

Podcast Transcript

Referencing is a way of acknowledging the sources you have referred to in your work. There are a number of different referencing styles which have slightly different conventions. Your school will inform you which referencing style you are expected to use in your work – this information can often be found in your course handbook or you can ask your tutor. But why is referencing important?
Referencing allows your reader to see how you have arrived at the conclusions you are presenting in your work. It informs your reader of the sources you have used so that they can find the original sources to seek out further information.
Providing evidence through clear referencing also demonstrates the breadth and depth of your reading around your topic.

You will often be marked on your ability to assess, compare, contrast, critically evaluate and analyse arguments. Accurate referencing will help to make it clear which parts of your writing are based on the work of others and which are your own analysis and evaluation.

Referring to the work of experts in your subject area illustrates that you are basing your arguments on established evidence from high quality sources. This lends credibility and authority to your own ideas.

By providing accurate references for the sources you use, you can place your writing in the context of work being done on the topic and acknowledge the work done by others. This is key to ensuring others understand your work and in avoiding academic malpractice such as plagiarism.
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